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India Free At Last -~ What Joy!

By PARAMEIANSA YOOGANANDA

When 1 was living in my be-
loved India and beholding the de-
plorable condition—duc to political
thraldom of my Indian brothers,
Moslems and Hindus—I often fe:-
vently prayed: “Divine Mother,
you must tell me why you punish
Indians more, the majority of whom
seek you more than any other
nation.”

After continuous unceasing pray-
ers, onc day 1 received the answer
in the depths of my ctheric Spirit:
"The children T love most T otest
with crucifixion of trials, poverty
and woes to find our if their love
toward Me endures through My
tests to the end. India will be free
in your lifetime.” This is why |
never joined any revolutionary
group—one such group urged me
to lead a revolution against En-
lish rufe~——nor did [ give in o the
life-long wish of fomentng an
invasion of England to free India,
which my elder brother Ananta
and I had often planned tygcther.

Police, Poverty and Prayers

1 also knew iarimately the po-
lice, who used to describe—laugh-
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ingly  how  dhey caught young
revolutionista who  were  working
for cthe Treedom of their councry
and hung them tblom the ceiling
of police statinns by cheic licele
fingers or thumbsy 0 make them
turn  mto Crovernpieat approvers,
and reveal the secrets ol their fel-
Jow pariots. So L had no respece
for the polie nor the British
Government  in liubia. Then, and
luter when | rewurned o India for
a visie, | oeravelled all over that vast

land. 1 visited counrless villages
where  the mam streer was  the
muural dJdren, lo some  sections

poverty was so bitter that all che
women  remaned at home  under
locked doors {for lack of dothes—
only when the men slept could
they come owe to take fresh air
Lverywhere  poverty  and  discase
conk cheir tolls among che under-
nourished people. Millions died of
stasvation, plague, cholera and ma-
bari

Yes, in spite of this. the religions
ardor of the people of India never
flagged. The chant from the Hindu
temples and the prayers from the
Moslent mosgues cowdd be beard
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regularly everywhere. Thousands of
renunciates in scant ochre loin-
cloths could be seen wandering
through the land, spending their
days and nights meditating upon
God, and depending upon alms for
livelihood as did Stc. Francis and
the Carmelites. For India is the
place where people of all walks
of life become Divine romanticists
and leave the world at a moment's
aotice, when the frst dawa of love
for God touches their Souls.

One-Sided Civilization

Otften 1 am asked why spiritual
India suffers from ignoble poverty.
To this 1 reply by asking why
Western nations, though prosper-
ous and highly macerially civilized,
suffer from che scif-created poverty
of war and international inner
disharrnonies?

So many erroneously think char
India’s “excessive”  spirituality s
responsible for her physical in-
efficiency and that America’s ma-
terial cfficiency creates spiritual dis-
harmonies of war, etc. The real
answer lies in the fact cthat the
majority of Hindus are spiritual,
but not every Hindu is Chrisdlike,
just as the majority of the Amer-
icans are prosperous, but every
American is nor a millionaire. Ic
is true that the average Hindu is
more spiritual and the average
American is materially opulent a-
mong 2ll the nations of the earth.
It is not char India’s spiritual de-
velopment is excessive that is re-
sponsible for all her physical and
political ills, bur thac it is one-
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sided, and chat she lacks attencion
i promoting the necessary mate-
rial activities to support her civii-
ization. .
Westerners, on the other hand,
destroy their beautiful hard-earned
material civilization by periodic
wars—not for any other reason
bur lack of attention in developing
spiritual life, and failure te absorb
and govern and modify che over-
grown giant brute force of mate-
rialism by the harmonizing co-or-
dinating power of spirirual wisdom
as advocated by the ancienr savants
of India. India needs ro emulate
Western marterial civilization with
the help of efficicnc American sci-
encists, as America nceds the guid.
ance of the wise men of India.

Riches—East and West

The average income of the Hin-
dus under 175 years of foreign
rule has been less than 40 cents
per month, aichough Iadia is one
of the richest countries in the
world and Columbus bad really
started out to find its gold when
he discovered America. Out of the
scarch for India, America was born,
and who knows but that the secret
index finger of God is still point-
ing to0 India, telling the Americans
to seek the yet undiscovered spiri-
tual riches of the East ¢ven as India
is profiting by the riches of Ameri-
can knowledge about wutilitarian
progress-making machinery.

I have often cried from the
proscenium of big lecture halls:
"A flood of spiritual efliciency
starcing from India and meeting

S




the oncoming food of induscrial
efficiency and democracy from
America, will someday inundate
and wash away the political dif-
ferences and racial barriers of the
world and help establish che Unice!
States of the World.” That day, I
believe, is slowly approaching—
bur meanwhile the continued, per-
sistent #nited cfforts of all nations
o cooperate are neceded ro earn
that.*

Freedom Prophesied

I must go back to that incident
during cthe first global conflice, in
which I was urged by a few of
my college friends to kead a revo-
Jution in lIndia. 1 told them then
thatr killing 2 few Englishmen
would not achieve the freedom of
India, and that Her freedom would
come by some spiritual means.
They laughed at me when [ pre-
dicted they would be arrested. and
that the German ships laden with
arms to help che revolutionists
would be intercepted in Diamond
Harbor, Bengal. But when all chese

things happencd my friends mar-
velted, and-—afeer they came ouc
of jail—they satd, "We will look
for your words to come true—rhat
India will be free in your Jifetime
by spiricaxl] means.”

When 1 left for America, they
bade me adicu, saying skeptically,
"We are afraid John Bull respeces
bullets more than  scriptures” §
replied. "England will bow down
some day rto a supertor spiritual
urge and grant India her freedom
—patiendy watit and see ™

Passive Reststance

Of course they <hid aot “patiently
wait,” but many joinced the uni-
versal movement of Mabatma Gan-
dhi, who was resistimg the British
mismanagement  and  explowtation
of India by the superior force of
spiritual resistance: the boycote of
British goods and despotic Brivish

laws. You all konow at lcast one
incident—that  famous march  of
Mahacmaji and his followers to

the sea to boil sea warer and make
sale—zt0 call actention o a silly

*The United States made an important gesture of fricnd-hip o the East

last year by passing the Indian Citizenship Bil,

thus taking the lead in

encouraging unity of races and nations {(as children made in the one image

of God) by removing a grear barrier which hitherto existed In
1929, with the help of my New York aworney, Mr.
humble privilege of fighting for the restoration of th+ Hindus'
So I was mosnt happy when prayers of mine. -

of being American citizens.

the year
Kronmeyer, I had the
privilege

and efforts and prayers of thousands of Hindus and other groups of Indians

—were

finally gracified. Thanks are due to J. f.

Sinrh, Anup Sinch. the

Wactumulls, and all the Indians in Los Anaecles. New York, Wishinmon D.C.
Sacramento and other places who contributed 10 this <uccees. Thoughes of
gratitude go forth to Frankiin . Rooreve’s, who so heirtily recommended
that the people of India be given the right to become Amevican citizens.
Thanks also te President Truman and te all Congrecsmen who helped a

incroduce and pass this bill.
the honor of India was upheld.

6

rhus achieving a memorable vicrsry in which
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despotic law: “Indians cannot make
or sell salt, but must use salt
refined in  Liverpool, or taxed
salt  produwced on  British-leased
grounds.”*®

In the following years, Mahat-
maji staged a regular war of noxn-
COoOperation,  passive  resistance
battle. One of the first bartlefields
was Bombay. There, battalions of
Gandhi's unarmed spiritual soldiers
gathered to hokd a meeting, against
cthe arbitrary cdice of the Jocal
police commissioner. Their only
“protection” was the ambulance
corps which chey broughe, antici-
pating the brutality of the police.
Instead of using batons. the police
charged the unarmed crusaders
with swords, long ¢lubs and bullets.
Gandhiji's soldiers began to fall.
Some with battered skulls groaned,
were hit again and still refused to
move. Some of the horribly wound-
ed and unconscious werée systémati-
cally carried to the hospitals by
the organized ambulance corps, in
regular battle fashion.

Afrer this senseless staughter had
continued for some time, the police
could not stand the one-sided as-
sault, and in conscience-stricken
retror threw down their implements
of war and fled from the scene.

Here was a great triumph  for
Gandhiji, and a demonstration on
a mass scale of rthe Christlike prin-
ciple of conquering encmies by
love.

Freedom At Last

And now, imagine the joy in
rcalizing chat the freedom which
every one of the 400 million Hin-
dus, Moslems, Jains, Parsis, Sikhs
—and all Indians—wished every
moment of their conscious lives
has been achieved by Iadia chrough
cthe adoption of bloodless methods.
England has given freedom to
India without her firing a single
shot for it. So Divine Mother's
words have come true, and India
is free in my lifetime. 1 retterated
in 1939 and 1942 issucs of East-
West magazine chat, “This war is
being fought for the freedom of
India and downrrodden nations.”**
If the recent war, resulting from
the bad karma of nations, had not
roused in the people of England
the consciousness of che utrer fu.
tility of war and dictatorship, she
would never have handed freedom
to India on this golden platter, in
the form of Pakistan and Hindu-
stan.

*Jc is estimated that India consumes two and a half million tons of salt a
year. By shunting down manufactories owned by various states and leasing
others, the British not only had a monopely on salt produced there, but
forced the importation of abour 600,000 tons a year from Europe. On
Mearch 12, 1930, Gandhiji, with his wife and 60 sclected disciples began his
March to the Sea, followed by masses of villagers. At Port Dandi, he picked
up a pinch of sale from the ocean shore, a signal to all India to begin re-

sistance of the salt monopoly.

suEast-West, December, 1939, page 37: April, 1942, page 13,
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Communal Riots

In the time of the great Moslem
Emperor. Akbar, Hindus and Mos-
lems lived as brothers in greatest
peace and amirty. Why can’t they
do the same thing now? Religious
fanaticism and economic stresses
have temporarily separated the Mos-
lems and Hindus. But to consider
a permanent division is foolish,
even as it would be ridiculous ¢o
divide the Protestants and Catho-
lics of a country into two states,
or to divide the South and the
North because of economic and
idcological differences.

Some grear spiritual leader such
as Akbar or Lincoln is necessary
to make Moslems and Hiondus drop
their fanatical religious differences.
Miharma Gandhi is doing his best
to bring this about. In past years
the police had a lot of fun inciting
Moslem fanarics to throw beef in-
to Hindu temples and Hindu hood-
lums to throw pork into Mosques.
When orthodox members of both
sects fought and killed each other.
being outraged by the desecrations,
the aurhorities encouraged reports
in the international news. Cleverly
used. these spasmodic insignificant
incidents became proof—rto unin-
formed Westerners — that India
could not make good use of self-
government due to her fanatical
relicious differences. Whereas the
real differences— political and ecn-
nomic rivalry fomented by the
authorities—remained cleverly hid-
den.

Now that is passed and gone,
thanks to the grear stacesman Prime

8

Minister Atlee, who has proved
to be the Lincoln of Indian free-
dom, showing the way to all im-
perialistic nations who hold man.
dated nations as slaves—the way
to international freedom and broth-
erhood.  Lord Mountbatten, the
present Governor-General of India,
also will go down in history as the
Jast and most democratic Viceroy.

The former Mayor of Karachi,
Lalji Mehrotru, who was my guest
recently. told me chac there is now
no resentment against the British
in India. In many parts of the land,
Moslems, Hindus and  Christians
are embracing cach other as broth.
ers. IHere Indin is showing her
mettle—ir is a meliing  por  of
religions e¢ven as America 1S a
mching pot of nations. Here, out
of the welding of hearts, India is
showing the glow of the Universal
Heart—a suggestion for all nations
to join their hearts together chac
the complete lighe of the Cosmic
Heart may muanifest through them.

These sporadic riots—the killing
of a few thousands our of 400,000.-
000 pcople- -are a trifle compared
to the shaghters of Global War
No. II, and the slwghtering seill
going on in the world, The new-
found freedom and use of arms
are taking a wrong turn momen-
tarily, but afeerwards the path of
unton will be established.

Instead of a division in India
there should be a United States
of India, developing into 2 United
States of Asia. Instead of many
states of Europe, chere should be
a United States of Europe. Only
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then may Asia, Europe, North and
South Americas and all nartions
prepare to live in the United Statwes
of the World.

Suggestions For Factions

Here are a few of the answers
I give when asked whar can be
done to hasten the establishment
of the United Srates of the world:

1. ‘Those¢ who love communism
should live in Russia or other
communistically inclined countries,
and should stop talking against the
democracies.

2. Those who love democracy
and are American citizens, or citi-
zens of other democracies, should
be strictly loyal to ideals, but stop
walking against Russia and the pos-
sibility of another atromic war.

3. The Hindus should weekly
pray in Mosques to the Onc God.

4. Moslems should weekly pray
in Hindu temples to the One God.

5. People of all castes and those
outside the castes should be wreated
with love and equality and should
eat rogether. not only among them-
sclves bur also with Mohammedans,
It is the greatest crime o suffer
from a superiority complex when
all men are equally made in God's
image.

6. Those who eat mear should
not make issues about cow meat
or pig meat. In Amecrica I see both
Hindus and Moslems eating pork
chops and beef steaks, and burgers
of both kinds. So I suggesc that in

»
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order to bresk down this ancient
out-worn priestly scheme of keep-
ing the ignorant masses of Mos-
lems and Hindus divided by mcans
of beef or pork cating phobias, thae
the Moslem meat-eaters should cat
pork-burgers  and  Hindus  beef-
burgess. The sin of fanatically hat-
ing and killing a Moslem because
he cats beef, and rthe sin of killing
a Hindu because he eats pork, are
much greater than that of killing
a cow or pig for nurritional pur-
poses.

Of course. 1 am ot suggesting
that vegetarians join in this. In
face, after eating pork and beef-
burgers, when Hindus and Mos-
lems find their systems filled with
uric acid 1 hope that they will
resort to using an abundance of
vegetables and fruits in their menus,
or go vegetarian altogether and car
vegetarian meat  substitutes, and
more milk and cottage cheese, e
To destroy superior human life be-
cause of any taboo connccred with
the flesh of 2 cow or pig. is fan-
tastic. fanatical and ridiculous be-
fore the eves of the world and the
cyes of God.

As for the economic differences.
the fears concerning “balance of
power.” e, which are the princi-
pal basis for the present riots, they
can be adjusted only as both sides
realize the superior advantages of
cooperation—just as the North and
South had t0 do after the Civil
War in the United States.

*
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Steps Toward the Araining of the Consciousness
Whicly was in Christ Jesus

Jesus’Prophecies Of War

By PARAMHANSA YOGANANDA

And Jesus went out. and de-
parted from the temple: and bis
disciples came 1o bim for to shew
bim the buildings of sthe temple.
And Jesus said nmto them. See ye
not all these ihings? verily 1 say
unto you, There shall not be lefs
here one stone upon another that
shall not be thrown deown.—Mate
24:1-2.

Jesus saw in his mind’s eye that
all che grear buildings which stood
before his impressed  disciples
would in a future time, without
fail, crumble to picces; every stone
in the walls cumbling down t0 be
buried beneath the ecarth. So he
tried to point out to them the
shorr-lived narure of rangible, for-
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midable, seemingly-everlasting big
buildings, masses of many stones.
These, just as famous human beings
with innumerable thoughts and
valuable experiences, in time would
all crumble o dust. Jesus must
have advised his followers not to
be overwhelmed by the physical
appearance of a country and its
edifices, nor by its great men, but
to forget them all and seek the
everlasting kingdom of God with-
in.

And as he sat upon the mount
of Olives. the disciples came unto
him privately. saying, Tell us, when
shall these tbing.r be? and what
shall be the sign of thy coming.
and of the end of the world? And
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Jesus answered and said usiro them,
Take heed thar no man deceive
yor. For muny shall come in my
name, saying, 1 am Chrisi; and
shall decesve many. And ye shull
hear of wars and rumors of wars:
see that ye be nor troubled: for
all these things must come 0 pass,
bus the end is not yet.

For nation shall rvise against na-
tion, and Ekingdom: against king-
dom: and there shall be famines.
and pestilences, and ecarthynuakes,
in divers places. All these are the
beginning of sorrows. Then shall
they deliver you up to be afflicred,
and shall ksll you: and ye shall be
bated of all nations for my name's
sake.

And then shall many be offended.
and shall bestray ome another, and
shall  bhate one another. And
many false propbers shall rise. and
shall deceive many. And because
iniquity shall abound, the love of
many shall wax cold. But he that
shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved.

And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all 1he world
for a witness uanto all nations; and
then shall the end come. When ye
therefore shall see the abomiination
of desolation, spoken of by Daniel
she prophet, stand in 1he holy
place, (whoso readeth, let bim wn-
derstand: ) Then let them which be
in Judaea flee into the mownntasns:
Let bim which is on the house top
not come down to take anyibing
out of bis house: Nesther let him
which is in the field reraurn back
to take his clothey.
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And woe unto them that are
with cbild, and to them that give
snck in those days! But pray ye
that your flight be not in ihe
win-er. neither on the sabbath day:
For then shall be great tribulation,
such as was not since the begin-
sning of the world to this time. no,
nor ever shall be.

And excepr those days should
be shortened. there showuld no flesh
be saved: but for the elect’s sake
those days shall be shortened.

Then if any man shall say unto
you. Lo. here s Christ, or there!
helieve it not. For there shall arise
false Christs., and false prophets,
and  shall shew grear signs and
wonders; insomuch that. if it were
possible. they shall deceive the
very elect.

Behold, 1 harve told you before.
Wherefore if they shall say unto
you. Bebold, he is in the deser::
20 not forth: bebold. he is in the
secret chambers; believe it not.

For as the lightning cometh out
of the euast, and shineth even unto
the wesi; so shdl also the coming
of the Son of man be. For where-
soever the carcase is. there will
the eagles be gathered rogether—
Marr. 24:3-28.

Jesus answered the many ques-
tions of his disciples in a masterly
fashion. Again and again he warnced
that even during the lifetime of
the disciples many false prophets
would claim t0 be the returned
Chrise, and that they must not pay
any attention to these manifesta-
tions of the influence of Cosmic
delusion. He also saw that wars
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and rumors of wars would contiaue
and asked his disciples not to lose
the consciousness of immortality
even when they witnessed such con-
flicts—which have to happen due
to the cffects of mass evil actions.

Earth-Span

Jesus knew that the cnd of the
world would not come—the pur-
pose for which the world was cre-
ated would not be fulfilled—so
long as physical disturbances
marred carth-life.  He intimated
that earchly disturbances presuppose
human imperfection: and as long
as human beings concdinue to be
imperfect they will have to re-
incarnate on earth. Hence, as long
as the reincarnation of Souls con-
tinues on earth, so long it has to
exist and it cannot come O an
end. Bur when all Souls are liber-
atcd by manifesting Christ Con-
sciousness. then these liberated peo-
ples of the earth will be held in
the bosom of God, and the swirl-
ing atoms of the uninhabited earth
will be freed. All this Jesus signi-
fied when he said. “But the end
is not yer.” He was also referring
to this when he said: “And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all cthe world for =
witness unto all nations; and then
shall the ead come.”

This was another way of saying
that only when all cthe peoples of
the carth learned to follow the
example of true Christlike Saints,
absorb their teachings and mani-
fest Christ Consciousness. could
they be liberated; and that then

16

ancl then only the end of the
world would come. That is, the
purpose of universal salvation—
for which the world was created—
being  finished., the carth atoms
would then be recalled in God.

This explanation. which Jesus
Christ droppedd in my conscious-
ness, distinctly reveals the folly of
many so-called prophers who, every
few years, prophesy to their credu-
lous blind followers the end of the
world—coming on such and such
a date in such and such a year. No
wonder Jesus warned about false
prophets!

One False Prophecy

A few years ago some fanatic
self-elected reformer 1old his dis-
ciples that they should sell cheir
properties. or give them away, and
in long. flowing robes await the
cnd of the world on a mountain
top near New York. He promised
that they would be received into
Heaven, while the rest of the peo-
ple of the earth would perish in
a great flood. On the appointed
day the angelically-garbed. credu-
lous followers waited in  vain
through the day and rthe long nighe
for the end of the world which
their blind guide had prophesied.
At last they got tired of waiting
on the mountain top and came
down—Dback to earth again in more
ways than one! — regretting the
loss of properties they had given
away. Then, being disavpointed in
their heavenly aspirations, they
tried by lawsuits t recover their
carthly propertices.

EAST-WEST
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All credulous people who are
expecting the end of che world
within a few years might as well
wake up and rtake notice of the
prophecy of Jesus that only when
teachings inspired by the Christ
Consciousness  (which visits the
carth again and again in avatars)
liberate all the people of the earth
shall the end come.

Wars and Catastrophes

When Jesus said  thar naton
would rise against nation, he was
foresecing all the wars which the
world has since witnessed—includ-
ing the Asiatic and Egyptian wars,
the wars in India, the Hundred-
years War, the Wars of the Roses,
the Roman and Botish Conquests,
the French Revolution and World
Wars 1 and H. His prophecices have
been—and continue 10 be—fulfilled.
‘There have been race wars
many lands; there have been fights
berween one kingdom and another.
Terrible famines have visited Pales-
tine, India, China and other parts
of the earth. Terrible “white
plagues™ have visited Grear Bric
ain—in fact, dreadful pestilences
of a number of kinds have visited
almost every land. including the
Spanish influenza epidemic which
killed more people than did World
War 1. Earthquakes have devastared
Japan, India, some sections of
America and many other pares of
the carch.

Fearful sighes of foods and
devastation due to fire (such as
the great London and San Fran-
cisco and Chicago fires) or the
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ravages of war have been severe
warnings sent from Heaven to the
people of the carth, so that chey
might realize the uncertainty of
lifc and change rtheir ways. The
accumulazed evil actions of all the
people of the earth are stored in
the ether as hidden vibratory bombs
ready o explode in the form of
natural or national calamities. And
Jesus prophesied truly that these
stgns of wars and troubles are only
the beginning of human troubles
and miseries, unjess people reform
their  ways.

At anocher time Jesus said, “For
he chat hach, 1o him shall be
given: and he thar hach not, from
him shall be taken even thae which
he hath.” And this applies so well
to the carthly habits of civiliza-
tions! If the people—through cheir
evil karmas—attract wars and mis-
ecies, such calamities will keep on
multiplying; whereas if they did
not persistently create evil karma
and miseries, even whart little evils
they mighe have would vanish.

Jesus distinctly says: "Wars and
catastrophes are nor signs of the
end of the world, but rather warn-
ings as to the beginning of human
SOTTOWS.

Persecution and Death

Jesus also wold his disciples that
they would be persecuted after he
was gone, and predicted that some
of them would be killed after his
passing. This prophecy material-
ized with fearful accuracy as, one
by one, most of the twelve were
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marctyred — stabbed. crucified, be-
headed, stoned, fiayed alive, or
pierced with arrows.* Butr he also
truly forerold that in spite of ali
such persecutions his reaching
would be published among all
nations. Indeed his words about
this have come true, since the New
Testament is translated into most of
the languages of the world.

And when Jesus said rhat maoy
would be offended and betray onc
another, he foresaw how un-Chris-
tian members of the same family
would berray their Christian rela-
tives and even cause their deach.
Yer, all devotees have his assurance
that those who patiently concen-
trate on the immortality of their
Souls—even during persecution or
death—will uitimarely find immor-
ality and peace in God.

When Jesus spoke of the desc-
cracion of the “holy place” he was
foreseeing the invasion of Jerusa-
lem by many nations. There were
to be wars in chat fand between
the Christians and the non-Chris-
tians. wars between the Crusaders
and the Saracens. The tribulacions

*According to tradition,

the lives of the twelve ended as follows:

he describes again show the work-
ings of the law of karma.

Karma Mitigated

“Bur for the Elect’s sake those
days shall be shortened,” promised
Jesus. Then, or today. if man had
to pay &/l the karma accrued through
incarnations “there should no flesh
be saved.” But, as he explained,
even if true devotees have seeds
of past evil actions in them, they
will find cthat, because of their
virtwe and the grace of God, much
of their karma is worked out and
the term of suffering lessened.

Again Jesus warned that his true
followers must not be atrracred
or deluded by false prophets claim-
ing to be Christlike reachers, and
trying to actract by magical tricks
and hypnotic miracles. It must be
remcmbered, however, that while
Jesus warned his followers againse
“false Christs™ and “false prophers,”
he never claimed that Christ Con-
sciousness was manifesc only in bés
body, called Jesus. and could not
be manifest in any other Christ-
like Soul at any other time. ln

Macthew

was slain with a sword in Ethiopia: Mark was dragged ro death through the
strents of Alexandria: Luke was hanged in Greece; John was puct in a
caldron of boiling oil, bur cscaped miraculously., was banished to Patmos
and died a natural death; Pecer was crucified atr Rome with his head down-
wards; James the Greater was bcheaded at Jerusalem; James the Less was
thrown from a pinnacle of the Temple, and then beaten to deach: Bar-
tholomew was flayed alive: Andrew was bound to a cross, and died preach-
ing to his persecutors; Thomas was run through the body with a lance:
Matthias was first stoned and then beheaded: Jude (Thaddeus) was shor to
death with arrows; Barnabas of che Gentiles was stoned to death at Salonica:
Paul, after various rtortures and persecutions, was becheaded at Rome; Darta
regarding the deaths of Philip and Simon the Canaanite are obscure and
conflicting: Judas Iscariot hanged himself.
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fact, as John said, “But as many
as received him, (Christ Conscious-
ness) to them gave he power to
become the sons of God.”

Just as che charcoal does nor
receive or reflect the sunlighc fall-
ing on it, bur the diamond lying
beside it reflects the sun's rays, so
great devorees by meditation make
their Souls pure and cransparent
ro receive and reflect the rays of
Cosmic Consciousness through their
lives; while charcoal menztalities do
nor reflecc rhe sunshine of God's
wisdom rhrough their dark im-
purities, although it falls equally
on them. Hence those Souls who
by meditation make ctheir lives
spiritually cransparent to receive
and reflect the rays of God, fully
manifest in them, can truly cll
themselves sons of God, or Christs.

The Second-Coming

Last of all, when Jesus said,
“For as the lightning cometh out
of the east and shineth even unto
the west; so shall also the coming
of the Son of man be,” he did
not intend to signify a future in-
carnation, but to say rhat the Chrisc
Consciousness, already manifest in
his body, was a great light which
would in time dazzle the world
from the ecast to the west. And
that just as eagles from far off
locate a corpse and gather around
it, so the peopie from far parts of
the earth would sense a filling re-
past in his teachings and gather
about them.

Alas, through the misinterpreta-
tion of the above passage many
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think cthat Jesus will again come
“like lightning coming down from
the clouds.” The Christ Conscious-
ness that was fully manifest in
Jesus can come a second time in
any one, at any time—provided
he enlarges the cup of his conscious-
ness until he can hold in it the
ocecan of Christ Consciousness. A
thousand Christs sent 10 earth
wonld not redeem: its people un-
less they themselves became Christ-
like by manifesting a second time
i their own consciousness the Con-
scionusness rhat appeared in Jesus.

I often lament that although
Jesus was crucified once, his teach-
ings are crucified all the time at
the hands of dogmaric ctheology
and  ignorant theologians. Surcly
the time has come o stop the
true Christ teachings, as given by
Jesus, from being crucified by the-
ological misunderstandings. These
pristine teachings must be resur-
rected from the tomb of dogma-
tism by the help of Self-realization,
and by enlightened perception of
their erue meaning.

It must be cemembered chae since
Christ  Consciousness was fully
manifest in the consciousness of
Jesus, ic is the duty of truth-seekers
to expand individual consciousness
and manifest there the second com-
ing of this Consciousness. It is
futile o look for another Christ
coming out of the clouds. God, who
is humble chough almighty, will
never permit a spectacular demon-
stracion of His glory before the
undevotional gaze of wicked peo-

(Concluded on page 43%)
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OUR THANKSGIVING |

’ This month, in America, we all commemorate the spirit
of the Pilgrim Fathers, the originators of this great democratic
civilization, by setting aside a day of thanksgiving two the
Lord God of the Universe, just as they did. Our thanks are
for our many blessings. And our special prayer is sent to the
Spiric that every Amcrican shall strive 10 become a true citizen
of the globe by manifesting Christlike virtues. As examples
talk louder than words, let every American become a true
child of God, thereby helping other brothers of the world
to be like him. Parambansa Yogananda. l

APOLOGY

We regrec that the frontispiece in our last issue—
Sudama’s Parched Rice—was not clear. This is really a
beautiful picture, and we hope to rerun it in a darker ink
at some future cime for the benefit of our many readers
who are making a collection of these Indian prints.

THE PARENT TREE %
- szaxile

There is only One God for us all whether we find Him through
the Koran, the Bible. the Zend Avesta. the Talmud or the Bhagavad-
Gita. And He is the God of Truth and Love. I have no inzerest in living
save for proving this faith in me.

I feel sure that we shall soon forget the differences with regard
to caste and caste and religion and religion, and begin to believe thar
even as all Hindus are one and indivisible, so are all Hindus, Mussal-
mans, Sikhs, Parsecs, Jews and Christians, branches of the same Parent
Tree. Though rcligions are many, Religion is One—Mabatma Gandbi,
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I want to thank you for the interesting news your East.West contains
and more ¢han that it has given me a spiritwal upliftment and clearer
undeestanding of Truth. I am wruly grateful to you in California and may
God bless you all. -Mrs. M. W.

1 have reccived the third copy of East-West, which i3 an inspiring
and beauciful magazine.- -M. E. F,

In July issue I found on page 13 a comment that Vitamin C helped
to avoid night blindness. etc. This is not true—it is specifically Vitamin
A~—C. E. {(We took it for granted that E-W readerz alrcady knew the
value of Vitamin A for night blindness——r0 much has becn published on
that peint in recent years. Not so well known, as itlustrated by the comment
of this reader, is the discovery that Vitamin C appears to work in con-
junction with A in this regard. and has been known to rectify some forms
of night blindness not helped by A. For instance, see Journal Of Living,
January 1945, page 26; also February 1946, page 7.—Editor.)
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JESUS' PROPHECIES OF WAR (Continsed from page 19)

ple. But by moral discipline, con-
tinuous devotional prayer and deep
meditation, God can be contaceed
as the ever-new joy of silence.
This ever-new joy felt in medita-
tion also denotes contact with
Christ Intelligence, since God and
Christ  Consciousness are  One.
When the devotee feels God (or
Christ) as the rangible ever-new
joy of meditation, he should love
thac divine state with all rhe de-
votion of the hearr, with all the

NOVEMBER, 1947

intuition of the Soul, with all the
undivided concentration of the
mind and with all the strength
and energy of the body. By doing
chis the devotee follows the high-
est commandment (law) required
to know God. then his contact with

this Consciousness, sensed as the
ever-new joy of meditation. will
be the real second coming of Christ
~—and it will take place right in
the devatee’s consciousness.
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By PARAMHANSA YOGANANDA

May the skirmishing groups of natlon : ,'
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